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This talk summarizes the parts of my recent work and forthcoming book (Parts of a Whole, in press, 

vol. 66 of the series Oxford Studies in Theoretical Linguistics) that are relevant to the Project on (Co)-
Distributivity Marking Across Languages.  

 
My work brings together several strands of research on semantic and pragmatic phenomena in order 

to propose a comprehensive theory of distributivity, atelicity, plurality, and the count/mass distinction.  
 
I start by answering the question What is distributivity? in several related ways: distributivity is a 

property of predicates, of quantifiers, of constructions, or a relation between constituents, and of 
constructions. I build on these notions to argue that the term distributivity applies to a variety of 
constructions, such as adverbial each, for-adverbials, and pseudopartitives.  

Building on a common thread that runs through these constructions, I propose a constraint that 
explains why they reject collective and telic predicates, singular count nouns, and nonmonotonic 
measure functions. To capture this constraint, I develop stratified reference, a parametrized notion 
whose core idea is that if a predicate applies to something, it must also apply to its parts along some 
dimension and down to a certain level of granularity. Stratified reference generalizes and relates two 
core concepts in algebraic semantics: higher-order properties such as Krifka's divisive reference and 
Dowty's subinterval property, and distributive operators such as Link's D and Schwarzschild's Part.  

On this basis, I develop a formal account of distance-distributive constructions across languages, 
such as English adnominal each, German jeweils, or distributive numerals. The common core of these 
constructions as well as their crosslinguistic variation can be captured by varying the dimension and 
granularity parameters of stratified reference. 
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