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1. Linguistic background: gender in French and Portuguese

2. Genealogies of inclusive language in France and Brazil

3. The rise of anti-gender-inclusive languages as registers

4. Enregisterment through clasping, relaying, and grafting

5. Implications for current linguistic and political struggles



Portuguese and French grammatical gender | Overview
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● Romance languages: deep structural similarities

● Binary gender system: masc. and fem. marked morphologically

○ General trends
Masc
-o / -e / -ment / -age in French
-o / -e / -or / -ário in Portuguese

Fem.
-tion / -té / -esse in French
-a / -ção / -dade in Portuguese
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• Agreement rules apply for determiners, adjectives, past participle

• Gender is not always predictable from semantics

• Masculine is unmarked; feminine is marked

• Masculine forms are default (generic)



Portuguese and French grammatical gender | Overview
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THREE GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1)  Grammatical gender and social gender are viewed as relatively independent  

phenomena

2) Grammatical gender functions as a linguistic category inherent to all nouns, but for 

only a subgroup of these nouns it refers to the referent’s sex/natural gender

3) The masculine is viewed as unmarked, the feminine is a kind of specification



1975–1980s
Feminist critiques; 

feminisation debates.
Yaguello, Wittig 

1984
Yvette Roudy: 

official docs with
feminised titles

1999
Com. de féminisation:

Gov. guide Femme, 
j'écris ton nom... Guide
d'aide à la féminisation

...

Early 2000s
Pnt médian, actv forms.

Abbou 2023

2010s
Écriture inclusive

activism: new 
typographies: pont

médian, doub forms

2015
HCE publishes 

lang. inclusive 
guide.

2017

Turning point

2021
Le Robert: 'iel’ 

Gov AF.: ideolog, activ.

1997
Jean-Mark Ayrault: Mdme La 

Ministre. Rejected. No 
ideological struc

Burnett & Bonami (2019)

2017 Oct. 
Académie Française: 

“devant cette
aberration « inclusive », 

la langue française se 
trouve désormais en

péril mortel”

2017 Sept. 
Textbook

Questionner le
monde
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2012-2016
Le Manif pour

tous

2022
Univs.  Mun. 
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Burnett & Pozniak

2023
Senate bill to
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2021
AF opposition

Conservats. Moral panic

2025

Fancophonie
Belgium, Quebec: EI guidelines

FRANCE

FROM FÉMINISATION TO ÉCRITURE INCLUSIVE

1997
The Gender Agenda 

L’Évangelie face au désordre mondial

2003
Vatican’s Lexicon

2020
Assembleé

Nationale PL to
ban EI



1970s/80s
Mili dictat

Feminism for democ.

BRASIL

FROM –A/-O TO @/X/*/_ TO –E/

Vatican’s
Lexicon

1982
Utopia Selvagem 

leiror/a

1985
Democratization

Brasileiros e brasileiras

1985-1988
Const Assembly

Fem. gov. docs

1990
UFSC

C-Coulthard
Suzana Funk

1991
Ling. e Sexo

M. Coulthard

1995
Nonsx lag GLs
Municipalities
-o/-a, visibiliz.

2000-2005
PCs & Internet 

LGBT actvs: @, X, * 

2003

“Ideologia de 
gênero”

1st Congress

2007
CELAM

Doc. Aparecida

2010
Dilma

Presidenta

2013
Fem. law

2015
X- CPII

Visibility
Borba2019

Escola 
sem 

Partido

2016
P. Frances

“ideological
colonisation”

2020

Turning point

Sept
Ling. neutra 

goes viral

Oct
Rio’s PL to

ban LN 

Dec
Federal PL 
to ban LN 

2021-2024
+252 PLs ban LN 

diff levels of
federation

2023
Supreme Court
ruling unconst.

2025
Ling Simples 
law santion
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• Neutralizing morphological gender through suffixes or pronouns
• Rethinking generic masculine
• Expanding epicene vocabulary
• Adopting visual marks or pronounceable alternatives

Inclusive language functions as a symbolic disruption of deeply ingrained
gender commonsense.



Transqueerfeminist linguistic activism | Convergences
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Both languages face similar pressures from:

• Feminist movements
• LGBTQIA+ activism
• Trans and nonbinary communities pushing for representational accuracy
• Anti-gender challenge to any deviation from “tradition”

Inclusive innovations are always treated as ideologically
transgressive rather than stylistic variations.
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Enregistering anti-gender-inclusive languages
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Enregistering anti-gender-inclusive languages



Anti-gender-inclusive languages
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A conventionalised aggregate of co-occurring texts and

expressive forms, of which ‘gender ideology’ is the most

famous shibboleth.

The anti-gender register
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“Registers are cultural modes of action that link diverse behavioral signs to enactable effects, 

including persona, interpersonal relationships, and types of conduct.”  

(Aga 2007:145)

Registers are ideologically constructed and emerge over time from activities in which “forms 

and values become differentiable from the rest of language (i.e., recognizable as distinct, 

linked to typifiable social personae or practices) for a given population of speakers.” 

(Agha 2007: 168)

Enregisterment
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LINKING CATEGORIES OF SPEECH TO FIGURES OF PERSONHOOD

(or linking action to objects they name)

E.g, “aggressive feminist”, “authoritarian gay activist”, “militantes de la langue,” “ideologues,” 

etc.

“creates or re-creates an exertion of authority that is keenly felt by 

those competing to categorize persuasively as well as by those who 

are thereby classified and characterized.” 

(Gal 2019: 462) 

Enregisterment | Clasping
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Enregisterment | Clasping

GENDER AT THE UN CONFERENCES

UN CONFERENCE ON POPULATION

Cairo 1994

UN CONFERENCE ON WONEN

Beijing 1995



CLASPING AT THE UN

Dale O’Leary



THE GENDER AGENDA

Without fanfare or debate, the word gender has been substituted for the
word sex. We used to talk about sex discrimination, but now it’s gender
discrimination […] Sex has a secondary meaning – sexual intercourse or
sexual activity. Gender sounds more delicate and refined. But if you think the
change signals a renaissance of neo-Victorian sensitivity, you could not be
more wrong […] The militant feminists have learned from their defeats.
When they couldn’t sell their radical ideology to ordinary women, they
repackaged it. Now, they are very careful not to reveal their actual goals.
They have worked themselves into positions of power within existing
institutions. They intend to achieve their ends not by open confrontations
but by changing the meaning of words.

(O’Leary 1997: 1–2)



THE GENDER AGENDA

O’Leary projects a way of speaking onto the group, and thus forges a 

metapragmatic label: not only do “gender feminists” speak a language of 

their own, but they also use it in violent ways to further their objectives.

“feminism is a giant rationalization created by hurt women to justify their 

anger, grudges, and self-destructive behavior.” 

(O’Leary 1997: 15)
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Registers (or fragments of a register) that “are used (but not necessarily

assembled) at one arena of social organization are taken up by other, 

institutionally distant and dependent organizations.” 

(Gal 2018:4)

“relaying invites and displays alliances among groups and organizations.” 

(Gal 2019: 462–463)

Enregisterment | Relaying



FEMINISM AGAINST WOMEN?

“Equal in dignity but different and complimentary in nature.”

PIUS XII
(1950)

PAUL VI
(1965)

JOHNPAUL II
(1995)

BENEDICTI XVI
(1997)



ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEOLOGY?

“EQUAL IN DIGNITY BUT DIFFERENT AND COMPLEMENTARY IN NATURE”

“theology and natural sciences are understood as two different languages that 

express the same meaning: the precepts of natural law defining the structure 

of reality as created by  God and known by human beings through the faculty 

of the reason.” 

(Garbagnoli 2016: 188)



“GENDER IDEOLOGY”

MICHEL SCHOOYANS
1997



IDEOLOGY OF DEATH

In this new Marxist dialectic, women […] will control their fertility. Its final 

objective […] is to abolish every single class distinction […] and all 

differences between men and women. This gender ideology combines, 

thus, themes from the socialist ideology in its Marxist rendition with the 

liberal ideology in its neo-Malthusian form. 

Schooyans 1997:45



ANTI-GENDER REGISTER

1 – Conspiracist content and nationalist frame

2 – Juxtaposition of feminism, Marxism, socialism and dictatorship



ANTI-GENDER REGISTER

Remarkable in the anti-gender register is the adoption and 

distortion of well-established rights and antidiscrimination 

vocabulary to contest rights and promote discrimination. 
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Grafting is an ideological maneuver that “draws on or attempts to ride 

(and sometimes transform) the sociocultural authority established by 

already existing and highly legitimated institutions and their discourses” 

(Gal 2019: 464)

Enregisterment | Grafting



ANTI-GENDER LEXICON



GRAFTING

who is not opposed to all forms of discrimination? This 
seems to derive from respect for human rights. 

However, […] in the name of non-discrimination, bills 
are introduced for de facto unions [i.e., heterosexual 

couples] and for those between homosexuals and 
lesbians even with the possibility of adopting children.

(Trujillo 2007:xvi)



ANTI-GENDER REGISTER

1- Approximates religion to science

2 – Graftings: resignifying human rights words

“linguistic, social, and material practices that are indexical of existing authoritative personae 

and organisations […] provide the sap (authority) for the graftings (practices) added to 

them from another arena” 

(Gal 2018: 4)



HOMOSEXUALITY AND HOMOPHOBIA

“homosexuality represents a serious psychological 
handicap in sexual growth” (p. 437)

“active minority that becomes dominant without being 
the majority” (p. 433) 

“heterosexuals feel guilty” (p. 436) 

“make us believe that those who choose this lifestyle 
are constantly threatened” (p. 433) 

TONY ANATRELLA



GRAFTINGS
Co-opting rights and nondiscrimination vocabulary grants antigenderism

and “gender ideology” the discursive and institutional authority such 

discourse has acquired over the years while simultaneously inverting 

its semantics. In such a way, a reversal in the semiotic and discursive 

fields is also accomplished: the oppressors become the oppressed. 



1975–1980s
Feminist critiques; 

feminisation debates.
Yaguello, Wittig 

1984
Yvette Roudy: 

official docs with
feminised titles

1999
Com. de féminisation:

Gov. guide Femme, 
j'écris ton nom... Guide
d'aide à la féminisation

...

Early 2000s
Pnt médian, actv forms.

Abbou 2023

2010s
Écriture inclusive

activism: new 
typographies: pont

médian, doub forms

2015
HCE publishes 

lang. inclusive 
guide.

2017

Turning point

2021
Le Robert: 'iel’ 

Gov AF.: ideolog, activ.

1997
Jean-Mark Ayrault: Mdme La 

Ministre. Rejected. No 
ideological struc

Burnett & Bonami (2019)

2017 Oct. 
Académie Française: 

“devant cette
aberration « inclusive », 

la langue française se 
trouve désormais en

péril mortel”

2017 Sept. 
Textbook

Questionner le
monde

2017 Nov
Édouard Philippe: 
Circulaire, allows

femininased forms, 
prohibits point 

médian

2012-2016
Le Manif pour

tous

2022
Univs.  Mun. 

écriture incluvise

Burnett & Pozniak

2023
Senate bill to

ban EI

2021
AF opposition

Conservats. Moral panic

2025

Fancophonie
Belgium, Quebec: EI guidelines

FRANCE

FROM FÉMINISATION TO ÉCRITURE INCLUSIVE

1997
The Gender Agenda 

L’Évangelie face au désordre mondial

2003
Vatican’s Lexicon

2020
Assembleé

Nationale PL to
ban EI



1970s/80s
Mili dictat

Feminism for democ.

BRASIL

FROM –A/-O TO @/X/*/_ TO –E/

Vatican’s
Lexicon

1982
Utopia Selvagem 

leiror/a

1985
Democratization

Brasileiros e brasileiras

1985-1988
Const Assembly

Fem. gov. docs

1990
UFSC

C-Coulthard
Suzana Funk

1991
Ling. e Sexo

M. Coulthard

1995
Nonsx lag GLs
Municipalities
-o/-a, visibiliz.

2000-2005
PCs & Internet 

LGBT actvs: @, X, * 

2003

“Ideologia de 
gênero”

1st Congress

2007
CELAM

Doc. Aparecida

2010
Dilma

Presidenta

2013
Fem. law

2015
X- CPII

Visibility
Borba2019

Escola 
sem 

Partido

2016
P. Frances

“ideological
colonisation”

2020

Turning point

Sept
Ling. neutra 

goes viral

Oct
Rio’s PL to

ban LN 

Dec
Federal PL 
to ban LN 

2021-2024
+252 PLs ban LN 

diff levels of
federation

2023
Supreme Court
ruling unconst.

2025
Ling Simples 
law santion



35

A recent offshoot of the well-established anti-gender register

A register of metalinguistic talk (a conventionalized way of

speaking about language) that delegitimizes inclusive reforms of

grammatical gender, casts them as ideological perversion, and re-

naturalizes a cisheteropatriarchal gender order as/through

linguistic “common sense” and prescriptivism.

ANTI-GENDER-INCLUSIVE REGISTER
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Anti-gender-inclusive register

Recurrent lexical items:

•France:
aberration inclusive, péril mortel, charabia totalmente illisible,  
militantisme, idéologie, activisme linguistique.

•Brazil:
linguagem neutra, ideologia de gênero, doutrinação, destruição da 
língua portuguesa, escola sem partido, defesa da família, proteção 
às crianças.
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Anti-gender-inclusive register

Reccurent arguments:

•“We’re defending clarity, readability, and the poor child/reader.”

•“The masculine is the neutral, inclusive form; grammar and social gender

are separate.”

•“Inclusive innovations are ideological impositions by a radical minority.”
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Anti-gender-inclusive register

Staged figures of personhood:

•The reasonable, apolitical language guardian (Académie members, 
grammarians, conservative MPs, pastors, pundits).

•The dangerous activist (feminist, queer, trans, non-binary youth, teachers, 
linguists) accused of “manipulating words” and “changing the meaning of
gender”.
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Final remarX

● As with anti-genderism more broadly, this register looks spontaneous, 

but is actually highly patterned and transnationally coherent.

● The object of contestation shifts from “gender” generically to gendered

morphosyntax and orthography

● A conventionalized way of speaking about language, with

recognizable lexicon, argument structures, personae and affective tones 

that recur across France, Brazil and beyond.
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Final remarX

Debates about a tiny dot (point médian) or a vowel (-e in todes) are not

“just” orthographic quarrels; they are sites where epistemologies of

gender are negotiated: inclusive language is both linguistic

innovation and symbolic disruption of deep gender epistemes. Anti-

gender-inclusive language is the register trying to re-stabilize those

epistemes, linguistically, politically, and socially.



Obrigade!

Merci!

rodrigoborba@letras.ufrj.br
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