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Sequences of the type V1-V2, in which V1 is a finite verb and V2 is a non-finite verb (see (1)-(4)), have been
the focus of wide and rich research regarding their syntactic and semantic properties in EP as well as in other

languages.
(2) Essa empresa tem entrevistado muitos candidatos.
that company has interviewed.PP many candidates

‘That company has been interviewing many candidates.’
(2) Ele quer contratar candidatos estrangeiros.

he wants hire.INF candidates foreign

‘He wants to hire foreign candidates.’

(3) A empresa pode contratar candidatos estrangeiros.
the company can/may hire.INF candidates foreign
‘The company can/may interview foreign candidates.’

(4) Ele fez ler o livro aos estudantes.
he made read.INF the book  to.the students

‘He made the students read the book.’

One of the main questions related to V1-V2 sequences is to know whether V1 is an auxiliary verb. The answer
to this question is not easily found in Portuguese traditional grammars, which mostly propose notional
criteria to distinguish auxiliaries from main verbs. These criteria led some traditional grammarians to classify
V1in (1)-(4) as auxiliary verbs. When syntactic criteria are applied (Gongalves 1992), there is only a consensus
on the auxiliary nature of ter (1) and (passive) ser followed by PP, a sequence | will call verb complex.
However, the auxiliary status of V1 in (2)-(4) is not clear: indeed, V1 is a Control verb in (2), a Raising verb in
(3) and a causative verb in (4). The fact that these verbs share some properties with true auxiliaries (e.g., they
allow for clitic climbing (5)) has contributed to their classification as auxiliaries in traditional grammars.

(5)a. A empresa nao 0s quer  contratar.

the company NOT CL want  hire.INF
‘The company does not want to hire them.’

b. A empresa nao 0s pode  contratar.
the company NOT CL can hire.INF
‘The company cannot hire them.’

c. Ele ndo os fez ler aos alunos.
he NOT CL made read.INF to.the students

However, the fact that these verbs share some properties with auxiliary verbs does not make them auxiliaries.
On the contrary, these structures have been analysed as instances of complex predicates: Restructuring in
the case of Control and Raising verbs (after Rizzi 1982); faire-Inf (Fl) in the context of causative verbs (after
Kayne 1975). In this talk, | will compare verb complexes with complex predicates in EP, showing that: (i) the
same transparency effects result from different structures — biclausal Restructuring vs. monoclausal Fl and
auxiliaries (for the discussion on the structure of Restructuring and Fl, see, a.o., Cinque 2006; Goncalves 1999,
2022; Gongalves, Cunha & Silvano 2010; Guasti 1993; Manzini 1983; Oliver & Paradis 2024; Paradis 2019,
2024; Wurmbrand 2001, 2015); (ii) the similarity between biclausal complex predicates and monoclausal
structures stems from the projection of a defective T in the former, with tense dependence effects, and the
absence of T in the latter.
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