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Javanese (Austronesian) boasts a wide array of optional tense-aspect-modal (TAM) markers, 
encompassing both auxiliaries and adverbs.  In this talk, I present an overview of the 
syntactic structure of the TAM auxiliaries as located in the extended verbal projection.  I 
furthermore discuss the syntactic behaviour of two groups of auxiliaries, which are 
distinguished by auxiliary-fronting in yes-no questions, polar fragment answers, and VP-
topicalization: one group of auxiliaries can participate in these syntactic constructions, while 
the other group of auxiliaries cannot.  However, I call into question that these groupings are 
due to syntactic reasons. 
 


