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The Mid-dot in Gender-Inclusive French:
A Reading Study

To reduce the male bias induced by the use -+ H Four reading experiments includin
/ Does the readablllty Of 24 experimfntall)sentences with ar?identical

of the masculine as generic [1], mid-dot inclusive

forms have become widespread in French e e e structure, in three gender conditions: masculine,
(e.g., etudiant-e, auteur-rice). Few studies have mld dOt lnCIUSlve forms feminine, inclusive.

Investigated how the mid-dot is read in French

[2, 3], and results suggest it does not impede depend on the type

: Agathe a sélectionné les étudiants/étudiantes/étudiant-e-s
reading.

pour le concours d’éloquence.

@ [ ] [ ] ?
However, these studies did not vary the type of Of f emlnlne S uf ﬁX g Agathe selected students, . /students__ /students, . .. .

inclusive form depending on the feminine suffix
(see [4] for an exception).

for the eloquence contest.

Experiments | Eye tracking studies

First-pass RTs in -e form

Testing “-e” forms

Mean first-pass reading times (inms) 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 I_Qnger RTs for the “.e” form On|y during ear|y measure,
varticipants — 2 not in late measures
Masculine étudiants ‘students, <. Masculing Reglon of Interest B = 0.035, P(coef.>0) = 0.810, Crl = [-0.043, 0.114]
Feminine étudiantes ‘sTudem‘sFEM’ Feminine
i : i Qe ¢ ’ Inclusive
Inclusive étudiant-e-s students, oo renroL coilover Region

Total RTs in -ne form

Testing “-ne” forms

Mean total reading times (in ms) 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 Masculine < feminine
sarticipants = 41 B = 0.169, P(coef.<O) =1, Crl = [-0.286, 0.089]
Masculine meécaniciens ‘mechanics, .. Masculine Reglon offnterest Feminine < inclusive

B = -0.188, P(coef.>0) = 1, Crl = [0.087, 0.252]

Effect of the self-reported exposure:
Spillover Region the more the exposure, the shorter the differences

B = -0.094, P(coef.<0) = 0923, Crl = [-0.224, 0.034]

Feminine mecaniciennes ‘mechanics.,, Feminine

Inclusive

Inclusive meécanicien-ne-s ‘mechanics

9
MASC-FEM-PL

Total RTs in -rice form

Testing “-rice” forms

Mean total reading times (in ms) 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 Masculine < feminine

B = 0.162, P(coef.<0) = 0997, Crl = [-0.271, -0.051]

=38

participants

Regi f Int t o« . . 0
Masculine agriculteurs ‘farmers, o Masculine seenermeres Ifemlnlne < inclusive
Feminine agricultrices ‘farmers,,,, Feminine B = -0.125, P(coef.>0) = 0.947, Crl = [-0.028, 0.277]
Tl agriculteur-rice-s “farmers Inclusive This difference decreased over the course of the experiment
MASC-FEM-PL Spillover Region . d 0 ,H:
suggesting an adaptatfion eftect

B = 0.131, P(coef.>0) = 0.996, Crl=[0.038, 0.224]

Experiments | Self-paced reading experiment

Testing “-euse/-se” forms Mean reading Mean RTs for both endings, “-euse” and “-se”.

N

Masculine < feminine
tcioame = 78 B = -0.028, P(coef.<0) = 0966, Crl = [-0.058,0.002]
Masculine chanteurs 'SINGers, ec. e Ifeminine < Inclusive
. . " ) B = 0.052, P(coef.>0) = 0980, Crl = [0.002, 0.104]
Feminine chanteuses singers.,, 600 -
Inclusive 1 chanteur-euse-s 'SINGETS, \co.renpL Interaction :“ef'fe”c’r Ias’rl.r!g on the spillover region,
usive 2 " S0 only for the “.se” condition
Inclusive chanteur-se-s 'SINGErS, xcn censpl ; n _ _ _ [
MaSELE Region of Interest Spillover Region Region of Interest Spillover Region B = OOO4’ P(Coef.<O) a 0881’ Crl = [ OO]O’ OOOS]
Masculine Feminine Inclusive
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Overall, exposure and pronounceability influence RTs of inclusive forms
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