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In Tswana grammar, auxiliaries can be defined as words whose distinctive property is that 
they occupy the first position in two-word sequences meeting the following conditions: 
 
● The first word of the sequence (the AUXILIARY VERB) does not necessarily display full 
regular verb inflection, but it shows at least the regular paradigm of obligatory subject indexes 
that characterizes Tswana verbs. 
● The second word of the sequence (the LEXICAL VERB) is a regular inflected form of a verb 
that can also be found in monoverbal constructions. 
● The auxiliary verb and the lexical verb cannot be analyzed as acting separately as clause 
nuclei; taken together they project clauses whose structure is not different from that of clauses 
projected by synthetic verb forms. 
 
However, the construction ‘auxiliary verb + lexical verb’ shows variation as regards the 
following three parameters: 
● depending on the auxiliary, the lexical verb may be in one of the following forms: 
infinitive, circumstantial, subjunctive or sequential. 
● some auxiliary verbs do not differ in their morphological structure from the synthetic verb 
forms acting by themselves as the predicative nucleus of clauses, whereas some others 
variously depart from the regular structure of verb forms; 
● some auxiliary verbs are dedicated auxiliaries, only found as the first element of analytic 
verb forms, whereas some others are inflected forms of verbs that also have the ability to act 
by themselves as the predicative nucleus of clauses, (sometimes also as copular verbs in non-
verbal predication). 
 
This presentation focuses on the subclass of Tswana auxiliaries analyzable as resulting from 
the grammaticalization of a verb still having the ability to project clauses on its own. 
 
 


